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When Edward vn. ascended the Throne he
was so intent upon pleasing in every imaginable
way the beautiful woman who had shared his joys
and sorrows for nearly half a century that, much
to her satisfaction, he placed her in the position
of an actual Queen-Regnant instead of a mere
Queen-Consort. It was a charming manner of
atoning for any peches mignons which he may or
may not have perpetrated during their long and
happy married life. Queen Alexandra is endowed
with such a beautiful, loving, and forgiving char-
acter that it took, and still takes, a great deal to
ruflBe it, and it is conceivable, to employ a homely
phrase, that she has had more to put up with since
her beloved Consort's untimely death than during
his life. This is the opinion of some who are not
altogether ignorant of existence within the Royal
Palaces.
King Edward gave presents in a manner
which greatly enhanced their value. When^ as
Prince, he was staying at a well-known house in
the north his own servant was taken ill, and his
wants were attended to by one of his host's
domestics. Towards the termination of his visit
the Prince sent up to Hunt & Roskill for some
jewellery with which to make various presents.
As he was examining a case of rings he called the
servant to his side and said: "Which do you
think is the handsomest of these rings ? I am sine
you are a good judge of such things." The man,
feeling greatly honoured, indicated a certain ring,
which the Prince gave him, remarkiBg, " Keep ft."